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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PORG, UNSC, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA SANCTIONS COMMITTEE: PRESS RELEASE 
ON THE HELMS AMENDMENT 

1 . AS REPORTED SEPTEL, THE RHODESIA SANCTIONS COMMITTEE 
DECIDED JULY 21 THAT IT WOULD ISSUE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

A PRESS RELEASE EXPRESSING ITS CONCERN OVER THE PROPOSED 
HELMS AMENDMENT AND THAT IT WOULD REQUEST THAT THE 
RELEASE BE TRANSMITTED BY USUN TO THE APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES IN THE US GOVERNMENT. THE PRESS RELEASE WAS 
ISSUED TODAY (JULY 24) AND IS CONTAINED IN PARA TWO 
BELOW. THE FORMAL REQUEST FROM THE SANCTIONS COM 
MITTEE SECRETARIAT TO TRANSMIT THE RELEASE HAS NOT YET 
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BEEN RECEIVED. BUT IN LIGHT OF THE UPCOMING VOTE ON THE 
AMENDMENT AND THE SECRETARIAT'S URGENT DESIRE THAT IT 
BE TRANSMITTED, WE DO SO BELOW. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS RELEASE. BEGIN TEXT. 

COMMUNIQUE BY SECURITY COUNCIL'S SANCTIONS COMMITTEE ON 
REPORTED MOVES IN US SENATE TO LIFT SANCTIONS AGAINST 
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REGIME IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A STATEMENT ISSUED 
TODAY BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN 
PURSUANCE OF RESOLUTION 253 (1968) CONCERNING THE 
QUESTION OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA: 

AT ITS 315TH MEETING ON 21 JULY 1978, THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN PURSUANCE OF 
RESOLUTION 253 (1968) CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA CONSIDERED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE REPORTED 
MEASURES UNDER WAY IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO PASS 
LEGISLATION AIMED AT REPEALING THE UNITED NATIONS MAN- 
DATORY SANCTIONS AGAINST THE ILLEGAL REGIME IN SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA. IN THAT CONNEXION THE COMMITTEE HAD BEFORE IT 
THE TEXT OF A PRESS COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS ON 17 JULY 1978 AND TRANSMITTED TO THE 
COMMITTEE BY THAT OFFICE FOR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

THE PRESS RELEASE EXPRESSED GRAVE CONCERN 
AND DISMAY FELT BY THE OAU AT THE REPORTED MOVES IN THE 
UNITED STATES SENATE TO LIFT THE SANCTIONS AGAINST 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA FOR SIX MONTHS AND TO CUT AID TO 
FRONT-LINE STATES THAT PROVIDE FACILITIES TO THE PATRI 
OTIC FRONT, THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN ZIMBABWE RECOGNIZED 
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BY THE OAU. THE PRESS RELEASE ALSO STRONGLY URGED 
THE UNITED STATES NOT TO VIOLATE THE DECISIONS OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL BY LIFTING THE MANDATORY 
SANCTIONS UNILATERALLY. 

AFTER CAREFULLY CONSIDERING THE MATTER AT 
ISSUE, THE COMMITTEE SHARED THE APPREHENSION FELT BY 
THE OAU AND WISHED ITS SENTIMENTS IN THAT REGARD TO GO 
ON PUBLIC RECORD. IT THEREFORE DECIDED TO ISSUE THIS 
PRESS RELEASE AS A STATEMENT OF ITS POSITION ON THE 
MATTER. IN DOING SO, THE COMMITTEE NOTED FROM PRESS 
INFORMATION PUBLISHED ON 20 JULY 1978 THAT THE FOREIGN 
MINISTERS OF BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED 
KINGDOM HAD CATEGORICALLY OPPOSED LIFTING OF THE ECONOMIC 
SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTHERN RHODESIA IN THE PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THE COMMITTEE EMPHASIZED THAT ONLY THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL, WHICH HAD INSTITUTED THE SANCTIONS IN 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, HAD A RIGHT TO LIFT THEM. ALL 
MEMBER STATES SHOULD THEREFORE CONTINUE TO RESPECT AND 
APPLY STRICTLY THE PROVISIONS OF ALL THE RELEVANT 
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SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS ON SOUTHERN RHODESIA, BEAR- 
ING MIND, IN PARTICULAR, THE PROVISIONS OF SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 423 (1978). THE COMMITTEE ALSO 
DECIDED TO TRANSMIT A COPY OF THIS PRESS RELEASE TO THE 
ACTING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
OF OAU TO THE UNITED NATIONS, AS WELL AS TO THE 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS, WITH A REQUEST THAT HE TRANSMIT THE 
SAME TO THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF HIS GOVERNMENT. 

THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES TOOK 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 USUNN 03001 02 OF 02 250159Z 
ACTION IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 EB-08 ACDA-12 
ARA-14 EA-12 NEA-10 HA-05 /137 W 

043000 250217Z/64 

O 250150Z JUL 78 

FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2647 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 USUN NEW YORK 03001 

NOTE OF THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THIS 
MATTER BUT DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN ITS DECISIONS. 

END TEXT. YOUNG 
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